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July 21, 2024 Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Welcome to St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are a guest or visitor with us

today, we welcome you and invite you to come and worship with us again. Please take the
time to introduce yourself to Pastor Hayes, and we hope to see you again soon.

Remember that the Worship Service begins when you enter. As the Music for
Meditation begins, you are invited to join in quiet, preparation time for worship. Before the
service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you; after the service,
speak to one another.

Liturgy – Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184)
Opening Hymn: 578 “Thy Strong Word”
Hymn of the Day: 745 “In God, My Faithful God”
Distribution Hymn: 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Distribution Hymn: 693 “O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace”
Distribution Hymn: 658 “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”
Closing Hymn: 924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

Prayer Requests
Please email prayer requests to Pastor Hayes at pastor.hayes@outlook.com.
Prayer requests will remain for 2 weeks unless you specify a length of time.
Angie Reinert, Marilyn Ohlde, Loraine Oldehoeft, Lorna Heitman, Loren Bott,
JoAnn Ohlde, & Marilynne Ohlde (nursing home)

Ushers today - *Aaron Stuenkel, Kingston Voelker, Ethan Bott, & Emitt Tiemeyer
Ushers July 28 - *Elijah Meier, Dylan Ohlde, Liam Voelker, & Daniel Nabors
LYF Mowing by July 28th - Daniel Nabors & Deavon Ohlde
LYF Mowing by August 4th - Cash Stunkel & Noah Thalmann

● LCMS memory verse challenge: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - “Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.”

Upcoming Events
July 21 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

10:45 a.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting
Dr. Bull presentation at Mt. Calvary (see announcement)

July 28 9:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

Announcements
● It’s time to renew The Lutheran Witness subscriptions. If your address has changed or if you
would like to be added to or removed from the mailing list, please contact Theresa Meier as
soon as possible. Otherwise, your subscription will be renewed automatically.

● Sunday School will resume August 18th. The teaching sign-up sheet is located on the
Sunday School bulletin board in the hallway. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to
serve. If you have any questions, please contact Debi Hornkohl.

● St. John is invited to attend a presentation TODAY at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church in
Marysville; the presentation will be given by Dr. Bernard Bull, President of Concordia
University in Seward, NE. We are invited to church at 10:30 a.m., lunch at 11:45 a.m., and the
presentation, which follows. Please contact Pastor Miller at pastorphilipmiller@gmail.com or
785-562-2046 with any questions.

● Linn Lutheran School Enrollment for 2024-2025 School Year
○ Thursday, Aug. 1 & Friday, Aug. 2: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
○ Saturday, Aug. 3: 8 a.m.-Noon
○ *This is just for 1st-8th grade students. If you just have a preschooler, you do not need

to come in during this time. *If these times do not work, please contact the LLS
secretary Ann Ohlde to set up a time.

● Linn Lutheran School Work Day - Saturday, August 3rd, starting at 8:00 a.m. It's time to get
the school ready for the upcoming school year! We have cleaning, sprucing up, and minor
repairs to do!

As We Gather… Beware of False Prophets
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15). Deceit has its strength in masquerading as the truth.
False prophets speak a vision of their own heart, not from the mouth of the Lord
(Jeremiah 23:16–29). They deny the judgment of the Lord, speaking peace to the
unrepentant, when in truth there is condemnation and wrath. “You will recognize them
by their fruits” (Matthew 7:20). The “fruits” of a true prophet are not outward
righteousness or success but faithfulness in proclaiming the Word of the Lord. This is
the will of the Father in heaven, that pastors take heed to the flock, the Father’s
adopted ones (Romans 8:12–17), warning them against the wolves and their lies, and
shepherding the Church of God which He purchased with His own blood (Acts
20:27–38). For indeed, the cross is that good tree bearing good fruit—namely, the body
and blood of Christ, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.



THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His Table those who trust His words,
repent all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily, according to
Holy Scripture, do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
are asked to refrain from communing with us until such a time as they are properly
instructed.

A short, more detailed explanation of our Confessional practice is available from our
Ushers or Elders. If you would like to learn more about the Sacrament of the Altar and our
confessional position, I would be happy to visit with you.

-Rev. Joshua Hayes, Pastor, St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
In preparation for Holy Communion, you may use the following statements as part of your

self-examination:

I admit that I am a sinner. (1 John 1:8-10)

I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from all sin, from Satan and
death. (Acts 4:10-12; John 14:6)

I desire to live as God wants me to. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:6)

I am sure of my eternal salvation because Jesus died for me and rose again. (John
3:16; Romans 8:14; & 1 John 5:11-12)

I believe the Risen Christ is really present in Holy Communion and that with the
bread and wine I receive His Body and Blood. (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
4:22-24; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; Luke 22:17-20)

I forgive those who have wronged me.

Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Introit (Psalm 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: vv. 9-10)

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.*
Your right hand is filled with | righteousness.

Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised*
in the city of our God, his holy | mountain.

Within her | citadels*
God has made himself known as a | fortress.

Let Mount Zion | be glad!*
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your | judgments!

This is God, our God forever and | ever.*
He will guide us for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.*
Your right hand is filled with | righteousness.

Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that
we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, may be enabled by You to
live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:16-29
16 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets

who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their
own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 They say continually to those who
despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who
stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’”

18 For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord
to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?

19 Behold, the storm of the Lord!
Wrath has gone forth,

a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.

20 The anger of the Lord will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.

In the latter days you will understand it clearly.
21 “I did not send the prophets,

yet they ran;
I did not speak to them,

yet they prophesied.
22 But if they had stood in my council,

then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,

and from the evil of their deeds.

23 “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God afar off? 24 Can a
man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do
I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. 25 I have heard what the prophets
have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have
dreamed!’ 26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27 who think to
make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even
as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell
the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has
straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire,
declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

Gradual (Psalm 31:2b, 1a)

Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.

Epistle Reading: Romans 8:12-17
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the

flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom
we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.

Alleluia Verse (Psalm 78:1)

Alleluia. Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words
of my mouth! Alleluia.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 7:15-23
15 [Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s

clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you
will recognize them by their fruits.

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that
day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And
then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’”



Catechetical Review
An Explanation of the Small Catechism

The Ten Commandments
93. Who is God?
In His Word, God has told us that He is
A. spirit (a personal being without a body);

291 John 4:24 - God is spirit.
B. eternal (without beginning and without end);

292 Psalm 90:1-2 - Lord, You have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting You are God.

293 1 Timothy 1:17 - To the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
C. unchangeable (immutable);

294 Psalm 102:27 - You remain the same, and Your years will never end.
295Malachi 3:6 - I the Lord do not change.
296 James 1:17 - Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father

of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
D. almighty, all-powerful (omnipotent);

297 Genesis 17:1 - I am God Almighty.
298Matthew 19:26 - With God all things are possible.

E. all-knowing (omniscient);
299 Psalm 139:104 - O Lord, You have searched me and You know me. You know when I

sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and
my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue You
know it completely, O Lord.

300 John 21:17 - Lord, You know all things.
F. present everywhere (omnipresent);

301 Jeremiah 23:24 - “Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?” declares
the Lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord.

302 Acts 17:27 - He is not far from each one of us.
G. holy (sinless and hating sin);

303 Leviticus 19:2 - I, the Lord your God, am holy.
304 Psalm 5:4-5 - You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with You the wicked

cannot dwell. The arrogant cannot stand in Your presence; You hate all who do wrong
305 Isaiah 6:3 - Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord Almighty.

H. just (fair and impartial);
306 Deuteronomy 32:4 - He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just.

A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is He.
I. faithful (keeping His promises);

307 2 Timothy 2:13 - If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown
Himself.
J. good (kind, desiring our welfare);

308 Psalm 118:1 - Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.
309 Psalm 145:9 - The Lord is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made.

The Sunday of the Good and Bad Trees
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